Hereditary disorders of the nervous system from anatomo-clinical studies to molecular biology.
Hereditary disorders of the nervous system have been defined in the past by their main clinical and neuropathological features. The genetic approach has evolved from the traditional collection of pedigrees to molecular biology techniques which nowadays identify the responsible genes, recognize their defects and describe the gene products. We illustrate these changes by a few examples from the group of spinocerebellar atrophies, hereditary motor and sensory neuropathies and Alzheimer's disease. Modern neurology has found in molecular biology an extremely powerful tool to study the hereditary disorders of the nervous system.